
  

 

Tent Etiquette 
Guidelines for your comfort and safety  

 

Northallerton District Explorer Scouts 

Making Camp: 
1. Ensure that the ground is flat (i.e. no tree roots, rocks etc.) and clear of any sharp 

objects such as pebbles and twigs before you start to pitch your tent.  Any twigs etc. 
may puncture the base of the tent and will be uncomfortable to sleep on.  

2. Ensure your tent is pitched correctly. 
Take care not to stand on any part of the canvas whilst pitching and striking your tent. 
Place the tent bags in-side the tent as you go along so they stay dry and don’t get lost. 

3. Setting out your tent: 
Kneel in the doorway keeping your feet in the porch area whilst placing your kit within 
your tent. 

• Place your roll mats in the central area of the tent well away from the sides, in cold 
weather cover with a blanket and then place your sleeping bag on top. 

• Place your bags and kit between your sleeping bags and the side of the tent. 
• Never allow anything to be in contact with the walls of the tent. 

4. Entering and Leaving and Leaving your tent: 
• Enter head first and remove your shoes leaving them in the porch area. 
• When leaving sit with your feet in the porch area and put on your shoes. 
• Your shoes should never go into the area of the tent with a ground-sheet.  This 

keeps the tent clean and dry. 

5. Health and Safety: 
• You should not have any aerosols with you at camp, but never spay them in a tent.  

The contents of many may cause damage to the tent fabric and can be 
problematic for people with asthma. 

• Don’t run near tents. 
• Don’t hang anything on the guy-ropes. 

6. Striking Camp: 
• Pack your kit into your bag as you get up and leave it in reach of the door. 
• If possible, try to take down your tent when it is dry.  If your tent is dry and it looks 

as if it may rain, take you tent down early rather than risk it getting wet. 
• Walk round the tent removing the pegs, cleaning them and placing them in the bag 

as you go. 
• Carefully take down the tent placing apexes etc. in the peg bag.  Where you have 

elasticicated poles, remove them by pushing them out (never by pulling).  Place all 
poles in their bag. 

• Fold the tent in half and allow the underside to dry remembering to turn it over. 
• Fold the tent to the width of the poles and roll with the poles in the middle. 

Place in the bag with the peg bag on top. 

7. As soon as you get home: 
Dry and air the tent by hanging it on a washing line or spreading it out. 
Never leave a damp tent in the bag.  After only a few hours it will go mouldy and have to 
be thrown away. 


