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Electrical safety is always important whenever you are using electrical devices,  but it is of even greater importance 
at camp where electrical apparatus is likely to be installed on a temporary basis. 
 

•  All equipment must have passed the Portable Appliance Test. 
 

•  All plugs must be fitted with the appropriate fuse. 
The fuse should normally be the lowest rating that will carry the required current,  the exceptions are those 
devices such as motors which have a surge current at start up and thus require a higher rated fuse.  If in doubt,  
only replace a fuse with one of the same value as the old one. 

 

•  Never overload the supply. 
If you are going to use multiway adapters,  you must ensure that the total load does not exceed that the supply 
can take (normally 13 amps (3 kW),  but this may be less on a camp site supply or a generator). 
For example:  You can connect many radio charges to a single 13A socket but only one water boiler. 

 

•  Take care when extension leads. 
- Many extension leads are designed for light loads (5 amp maximum). 
- Don't use an extension whilst it is in a coil (i.e. fully  unwind it). 
- Don't run the lead where it can be tripped over. 

 

•  Keep apparatus dry. 
Take great care to ensure that electrical apparatus designed for indoor use does not get wet,  in particular you 
must ensure that connections (such as on extension leads) do not get wet. 

 

•  Use an Earth Leakage Breaker / Residual Current Breaker (RCB) 
RCBs are devices which will cut off the supply if there is current leaking to earth (i.e. damage to the insulation or 
damp equipment).  The leakage needed to trip the device is very small and thus this helps remove the risk of 
electric shock due to damp or damaged wiring. 
 

Whenever you are using water boilers,  hand tools (including kitchen equipment like toasters),  water boiler or 
any electrical device outside,  you plug them in via an RCB which should be connected directly to the supply 
socket.  If the RCB cannot be inserted directly into the supply socket,  it should be connected to the supply via a 
very short extension lead. 

 

•  Check everything before activating the supply 
Check the state of all wiring before turning on the supply.  At camp you must always check what has been left 
connected before you switch of the power supply. 
Where electricity is used outside such as for lighting,  you must ensure that everything is in a safe state (i.e. not 
damp etc.) each time it is to be powered up.  This is very important the first time the power is switched on each 
day because you cannot be sure that cables have not been disconnected or damaged since the previous day. 

 

•  Generator Supplies 
Temporary supplies from generators can be very useful at camp to allow the use of electric light and for 
charging of the communications systems batteries. However unlike the mains supply a constant voltage cannot 
be guaranteed especially at start up.  For this reason it is essential that all electronic apparatus such as the CB 
radios are disconnected from the generator whenever it is stopped or started. 

 
Calculating the current from the Power Rating 
 

The current taken by an appliance can be calculated from is power rating (I = P ÷ V, where I is the current in 
Amperes, P is the power in Watts and V is the Supply voltage (230)). 

 

If in doubt,  don't plug it in and ask for advice. 


