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Fourteen months after we first met Mr Howard and we were on our way to meet him and see his 
school in Gairatpur Baas.  This report tells you a little about the Baas Educational Trust, their 
project to build and run a school together with how we came to be involved in the project. 
We have included also information about funding the project and our visit, our expedition to 
India and the related activities. 
An experience such as our visit to India is always going to mean different things to each of the 
people involved.  You may notice a variety of styles in the report as we have compiled it by 
taking extracts from the diary reports of each of the Explorer Scouts involved in the expedition 
team. 
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Why a trip to India? 

Meeting Mr Martin Howard 
Early in 2007 after her visit to Tikli, Mrs Marilyn Ewart (our Assistant District Commissioner 
[Development]) told us about the project to build a school in Gairatpur Baas.   
In May 2007, Dr George Ewart (our District Chairman) brought Mr Martin Howard to visit our 
“Centenary of Scouting” District camp which was held at Thorpe Perrow.   In the short time 
Martin was with us at Thorpe Perrow, we were able to chat to him and learn more about what 
he was trying to achieve.  It soon became apparent that a team from the BARNES Explorer Unit 
would be very welcome to go out to India and assist with the next stage of the project.  The 
whole Unit was very enthusiastic and eager to be involved. 
 

 
Marilyn presented with the “Silver Wolf”  

at the Centenary Camp 

 
The purpose of the trip 
The inspiration behind the trip was to enable everyone to find out something of Indian culture, to 
do some sight seeing in the area and to help the Baas Educational Trust (BET) school. The next 
stage of the project was to build an Assembly Hall at the School..  We all helped with the 
digging of footings, ready for laying of the foundations. 
As well as our hard word digging, we spent two days sightseeing in and around Delhi and a 
weekend in the Agra area to visit the Taj Mahal and Fatehpur Sikri. 
 

http://www.betsinfo.org/
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Baas Educational Trust School (BETS) 

 

Why build a private school? 
The 2001 Census registered India’s female literacy rate at 
51% overall, while the worst district, in Rajasthan, had just 
4% and the yardstick was little more than, “can you write 
your own name?”  
All too often education is used as a nepotistic employment 
agency for those in power, seeking to enlarge their vote. 

Many teachers in the state sector are not properly 
trained; and many don’t even turn up at school – 
they simply draw their pay and wait to vote the 
correct way at the next election. 
It is our perception that our five core teachers need 
to be Maths, English, Music, Art and Sport. This 
should find a resonant response from the vast 
majority of children, leading to balanced and 
confident youngsters.  
At present the school has Maths, English and 
Music(part-time), and Art teachers.  This leaves us 
wanting in sport for the moment. 
BETS methodology will be that each year has a class teacher responsible for all of the 
general, non-specialist educational activities, leaving just art, music and sport to be focused on 
by the specialists.  The teacher who picks up the 3 year olds will be class teacher to that group 
while they progress through their first four years as 3, 4, 5 and 6 year olds. 

  
After about seven years, and an expenditure of about £60,000 the school has 

• a four foot stone wall round the grounds, and gated entrance, 
• a well delivering potable water, 
• the school house completed and lived in by the headmaster plus four teachers (temporarily 

until the teachers house is completed) 
• an equipped and active toilet block, 
• six classrooms for kindergarten (3 classes intended), and 6, 7 and 8 year olds  

four active classes for remedial education each afternoon, 
• Head teacher's office and adjacent staff store room active. 
• A two storey block to accommodate four more teachers which should be ready soon. 
• A block next to the entrance incorporating a drinking water kiosk (five taps)  
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The Future Plans 
In addition to landscaping the grounds, the plan is to build a 9m x 24m (30’ x 80’) open-sided 
assembly hall, which in addition to serving as its title suggests, will provide a venue for village 
weddings and gatherings which will help to integrate the village and teachers more closely. 
The north west corner of the site is low and we shall build an 0.46m (18”) deep splash pool, of 
about 30m diameter, so that the village children can bathe/splash here rather than in the 
adjacent green pond which is the buffalo bathing tank. 

 

At the entrance on the southern side there is a 
drinking water dispensary (five press taps) and a 
refuse collection centre (room); and on the other 
side (west) we shall build a symmetrical building 
housing a refuse incinerator and sports equipment 
room. 
 

 
 
 

 
Baas Education Trust School, 1st August 2008 
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Selecting the Expedition Team and Preparation 

It would have been nice to take the whole Explorer Scout Unit to India, but transport and 
accommodation meant that the Expedition Team had to be kept small.  Information about the 
trip including the approximate cost of £800 each was circulated summer 2007 and all Unit 
members invited to attend a series of selection activities if they were interested in being a 
member of the team.  

 
Building Shelving for 1st Brompton 

For a trip such as this it was vital that all members of 
the expedition would work well together and that they 
would be able to cope with the expected climatic 
conditions of high temperatures and high humidity. 
Everyone would be working together as a single team, 
with such a small expedition team we could not split 
into small groups. If one person was unable to cope 
with a particular activity then whole team would be 
unable to do it.  
The selection activities involved doing work for 1st 
Brompton Scout Group (building shelving for their 
store and cataloguing their kit) and similar work for 
Great Smeaton Scout Group. 

In addition some gardening work was carried out 
for Brompton School and everyone was asked to 
complete a Duke of Edinburgh / Chief Scout Award 
expedition or similar by October 2007.  For each 
activity someone from the organisation we were 
doing the work for was asked to complete an 
assessment sheet for each person.  The 
assessment sheets covered how prepared people 
were for the job they were doing, whether or not 
they arrived at the correct time, how much effort 
they put in, and their ability to work in a team. It 
was a close contest but a decision had to be made 
and by October the team had been selected. 

 
Sorting Kit for Great Smeaton Scout Group 

 
Initial Preparation 
Once the expedition team members had been selected, it was time to start thinking about how 
we would fund the venture. A few ideas where thought about and the design of our tea-towel 
(see Raising funds for BETS) were started in November however the Unit calendar was rather 
full towards the end of 2007 with the usual meetings, a camp in October half-term and the 
District Gang Show so preparation and planning work did not really start until the new year.  Our 
new-year camp the first weekend in January was a time when we started to think about what we 
had taken on and how we should progress. 
We held a participants and parents meeting early in February and from then on it was full steam 
ahead with sorting out travel arrangements, booking tickets, obtaining visas and raising funds.  
It was also important to take into account the exam period and to avoid any long activities in 
May and early June. 
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Raising Funds for BETS 

The Unit project for BETS was not only to visit India to help with the school building but also to 
help by raising money for the school. 
We started the fundraising by creating a tea-towel to sell.  Friarage Scoutlink and all 1st  
Brompton Scout Group assisted in the design of the 
towel by drawing themselves as stick-men.  They also 
learnt about the project and have helped selling the 
towels etc.  This has not only helps the BETS fund but 
has allowed them to gain the International Award. 
We have also produced a recipe book which is still 
available from members of the Unit. 
On Sunday 1st June we held an “Open Garden” in 
Scruton for which we thank Dr and Mrs Ewart for  

 
Our Tea-towel 

kindly allowing the use of their garden.  It was a very wet morning but thankfully the rain 
stopped shortly before we opened at 14:00 and a steady flow of people came to visit and have 
tea. 

  
The Open Garden 

Just three weeks later and we held a Strawberry Scone tea with the proceeds being shared 
between Brompton Methodist Chapel (where we held the event) and the BETS fund. 

  
The Strawberry Scone Tea 
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As a result of the fund-raising efforts we were able to 
give the school £1,200 and twenty descant recorders. 
All members of the Expedition team would like to thank 
the other members of the BARNES Unit and 1st 
Brompton Scouts and Great Smeaton Scouts for their 
help with the various activities. 
 
This is not the end of the story; we hope to continue 
raising money for BETS over the coming years. 

 
Funds raised for BETS 

(where the money came from) 

 
 
In addition to this report we have put together a presentation about Operation Gairatpur Baas 
2008 and already have bookings from organisations wishing to know more about our trip.  Any 
income as a result of these presentations will go into the BETS fund. 
 
 
 

 
Presenting the cheque to Mr KN Jha (headmaster) and Mr M. Howard 
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Raising funds for the BARNES Expedition to India 

Like any other project one of the most important considerations is the cost.  We estimated that 
Operation Gairatpur Baas 2008 was going to work out at about £800 per person.  So from day 
one each member of the team had to commit themselves (or their parents) to contribute up to 
this amount. 
Members of the Expedition Team wrote to businesses explaining about their expedition and as 
a result received sponsorship from a number of companies.  This together with a number of 
donations towards the cost brought the total down to about £500 each. 
The pie chart below on the left shows a breakdown of the income.   It has to be remembered 
that this sponsorship and these donations were in addition to the separate funds raised for 
BETS.  The second graph shows where the money was spent.  
 

Income towards the Expedition Costs 

 

 

Expedition Expenditure 

 

 

The Expedition team would like to thank the following for their help:  

 
Rev Rachel and Neil Parkinson 

and everybody who has bought Tea-towels, recipe books etc.  
 
 
We would like especially to thank Mr and Mrs Howard for not only providing us with “board and 
lodging” but also for covering the cost of our sight-seeing transport in India. 
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The Climate in Delhi 

Possibly the biggest unknown factor in our planning was the weather.  We knew it would be hot 
and the monsoon season but were not sure just what to expect.   All we had to go on was the 
guidance such as that shown on the graph below. 
 

 

 
When we arrived it was a cloud free sky in Delhi and the sun was burning down with an air 
temperature of 35oC.  It was certainly not the conditions for heavy work outdoors. 
The overnight temperature was around 28oC which most days soon rose to 34oC as the sun 
came up. So we soon discovered the best plan was to get up at dawn (05:00) and work until 
breakfast at about 08:30. 
Some days there were clouds, which whilst not greatly reducing the air temperature did screen 
the hot sun and make it possible to be outside without burning. 
The monsoons arrived and the downpours were torrential.  Martin suggests that probably the 
best (in terms of providing water) for about ten years.  Whilst pools were formed in places, most 
of the ground soon dried in the heat. 
 
 

  
The Rain at Tikli Bottom The School field in the rain 
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The BARNES Expedition to India 

Visa Trip 27th May 2008 
We had to visit the High Commission of India in London 
to obtain visas for our trip.  The doors open at 08:30 and 
we are advised to get there early ready for when they 
issue “queue numbers”.  The only way to get to London 
early enough was to take the midnight coach from 
Darlington – an experience none of us wish to repeat.  
We arrived at London Victoria and took the 
Underground to Temple from where it was a short walk 
to India House.  It was 07:00 and there were already 
twenty people in the queue ahead of us. The doors 
opened promptly at 08:30 and we handed in our  
applications. Getting there early paid off, by 09:30 we were on our way with our visas.  Having 
had little sleep on the coach we were all tired and hungry so time for breakfast and a long day 
ahead of us until time for our train back to Northallerton at 18:30.  We visited the Indian Tourist 
office and Hamly’s toy shop and spent time in Regents Park. 
* Note:  The process for visa applications has now changed.  You apply on-line and book an 
appointment at a Visa centre. 
 
Tree Planting 5th and 6th July 2008 
Our project in India was going to involve digging, so we took 
the opportunity the help 2nd Normanby Scout Group by 
planting 400 tree seedlings at their camp site. 
The ground was wet, soft and peaty, very different to what we 
would find at Gairatpur where it was hard compact clay.  As it 
turned out, the weather was not entirely different as we spent 
the weekend dodging heavy showers but without the hot sun. 
Planting seedlings whilst a repetitive task involves making a 
“slot” in the ground with no heavy digging. Not like digging 
trenches for foundations. 
Thanks to Trish Metcalfe (2nd Normanby, Group Scout 
Leader) for allowing us to use the site and for arranging the 
tree planting. 
Patio Digging 12th July 2008 
The spade work continued when we assisted in the removal of 
an old patio for Mr and Mrs Brown (otherwise known as 
“Bigbrownie” and Helen). 
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Wednesday 23rd July 2008 
Day One, after nearly a year of preparation, it was time to set off on our expedition to the "Baas 
Educational Trust School in Gairatpur Baas about 50Km south of Delhi.  
We met at Northallerton Station at 09:30 ready for the first leg of our trip down to London, Kings 
Cross. Our journey began on the 09:45 train from Northallerton. A somewhat fraught journey 
due to a freight train de-railment between York and Doncaster. After a 20 minute ride to York, 
an hours wait and then a coach journey to Doncaster we were able to catch the Leeds train to 
London.  
Then a trip on the London Underground to Heathrow Terminal 3, for check-in to flight 9W121 to 
Delhi.  After going through customs and security we had a couple of hours wait where we were 
able to get something to drink and buy water for the journey.  
Once through the boarding checks at the gate we had only a short wait before getting onto the 
plane.   We boarded to the jaw-dropping scene of First Class with fold out beds and TVs, then 
through Business Class with more TVs and fold out beds.  Finally we got to our seats and to our 
pleasant surprise there were TVs with games and movies, all at the touch of a button. We were 
able to watch the latest films or sitcoms, we could play on our own games console or message 
the other passengers – The flight was going to awesome!  
We were soon on our way with lots of choice of entertainment, an Indian supper and then time 
for sleep (except for Adam who chose to watch films all night).  The plane was much better than 
we expected. But with over 6000 kilometres to travel the time didn’t fly by. 
 
Thursday 24th July 2008 
We woke for breakfast on the aeroplane, juice, tea, 
yogurt, croissant and a muffin.  
After a long flight we arrived in Delhi on time, passed 
through immigration, collected our bags and then 
changed money at the Bank of India.  Our own cash 
with the £1200 for BETS at about 83 Rupees to £1 
meant a huge number of notes as they were mainly 
Rs100 (which is like being paid in pound notes). 
As we came out of the airport we had our first taste of 
the heat and burning sun. Moses (our driver) arrived   
and we were on our way to Tikli and our first experience of Indian traffic. The journey from the 
airport to our rural situation of Tikli Bottom was amazing, everything from stupid driving to cows 
in the middle of the road. They drive on the same side of the road as we do in the UK but it does 
not always feel like it. 

 

On our arrival at Tikli Bottom we were welcomed by Annie 
Howard (one of our hosts) together with Munar (the house 
keeper).  We sat down to a welcome cool drink; we were all 
tired from the 24 hours of travelling and ready to rest.  
Annie showed us around, the rooms seemed massive. Tikli 
Bottom was much better than we first imagined it had four 
very large rooms, a ’swimming pool’ complete with frogs, a 
few acres of land with a citrus and mango orchard, pigs 
and roaming buffalos.  

http://www.betsinfo.org/
http://www.betsinfo.org/
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Friday 25th July 2008 
Day three and our first full day in India. 
We woke under the spectacularly hung mossy-nets about 08:00, still not quite fully recovered 
from the journey but to the wonderful smell of frying bacon.  We checked we had packed our 
bags with what we needed for our two days in Delhi and then stepped outside for breakfast, 
melon, papaya and mango, cereals with buffalo yogurt, followed by bacon and egg on toast. 
Mosses arrived at 09:00 and we set off back to New Delhi where Martin was waiting for us at 
“the flat”.  In Delhi the Howard’s "White House" flat would be our base for two days.  We had 
cool drinks, whilst we emptied our bags of everything we would not need with us whilst out sight 
seeing, then back to the car. 

 

Delhi is split into two halves: old Delhi and New Delhi 
we spent the morning in New Delhi – the more 
commercial tourist side of India. Our first stop was India 
gate where we had our first experience of being 
pestered to buy postcards from children.  We then 
moved on to see the parliament houses before 
spending a short time shopping at the Kahn Market.  
Adam and Ben spent time in a gallery and bought 
pictures and Katie found a helpful draper and bought 
material. 

After noon we had time to ourselves which we spent in the pool, and apart from being stopped 
by armed guards retrieving a football.  We had a short walk but nothing much else happened; 
however we did have some really nice Indian sausages which were really just doughnuts in 
syrup. 
 
Saturday 26th July 2008 
Our day started with the welcome smell of toast and Adam discovered his love of peanut butter 
on toast (or should that be toast with peanut butter). This was our day to discover the delights of 
(old) Delhi with Moses and a new chauffeur. 
A short trip in the car and we arrived in Old Delhi and then onto 
Cycle Rickshaws for a tour. This was a new experience which 
included cutting in front of a bus at a cross roads. We then 
went to a mosque. However, we could not enter due to the fact 
we were not in appropriate clothing, (shorts). We then got back 
onto the rickshaws and onto a dual carriageway which they 
took us up the wrong side of the road. This is normal in India 
as on a bike as it is preferable to going the long way round!   

We saw many poverty stricken children who were clearly part of gangs, knocking on car 
windows and begging for change whilst drinking from what can only be described as extinct 
Mac-Cups (yes they have MacDonald’s in India). We then took pictures of Red Fort, and 
Gandhi’s tomb. Our final destination in Delhi was Humayun’s tomb, he was the architect of the 
Taj Mahal. We arrived back at Tikli just in time for afternoon tea and had a good chat with 
Martin about the task ahead. 
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Sunday 27th July 2008 
We started the day at 08:00 with a nice walk up the 
hill before breakfast to look down on Tikli Bottom and 
admire the splendid views across the Aravali Hills. 
The walking theme continued after breakfast with an 
extended “stroll” with attempt to climb to the ridge at 
the back of the house across to the “King of the Castle 
tree”. However the recent rain had made the shrubs 
grow and the dense undergrowth proved too prickly 
and a retreat to the lower path was made. From here 
we were able to continue and return to Tikli Bottom via 
the road past the school with lots of minor scratches 
and cuts from the many spiky bushes. Above the house which can be seen behind us in the 

centre of the photograph. 
Dinner was fish which to our surprise Adam (who hates fish with a passion) really enjoyed. 
 
Monday 28th July 2008 

 

This was our first day of work at the School.  We were met by Mr Jha, 
the headmaster and welcomed with a nice glass of lemonade. We 
then had a tour of the school, the headmaster's house and the 
surrounding area including a visit to the Temple which is located 
behind the school. We were unable to start work on the hall due to 
village politics, so we set too to clear weeds and undergrowth from an 
area near the boundary wall of the school grounds.  This part of the 
wall will be removed once the hall is built and the school grounds 
extended to encompass the new hall. 
The sun was red hot and by lunchtime we were starting to fry, so 
back to Tikli Bottom for lunch and an afternoon in the pool. 

 
Tuesday 29th July 2008 
Breakfast and down to the school for 08:30 to start on the 
planned work, marking out and digging the foundations for the 
school hall. Today Ben didn’t dig but had a fun trip to New Delhi 
hospital with an ear infection. For the rest of us the first day 
digging was tough work. The ground was very hard and with no 
clouds the heat from the sun was unbearable. So the first part 
was marked out and then it was back to the cool of the house. 
Thinking caps on and we decided on a new approach. The new 
plan was to set off and work at dawn (05:00) and to return for 
breakfast between 08:00 and 09:00. 
Most of the afternoon was spent in the pool until Adam decided 
to follow the small children and jump in but not taking into 
account he was taller and could jump further and thus crashed 
into the steps badly bruising his foot. 
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Wednesday 30th July 2008 
Our first early start, up and ready to go digging at 05:00 as it was starting to get light. We left 
Adam in bed with a sore foot – any excuse to get out of digging! 
Our brilliant new tactics of this early start time without sun and with the aid of two picks meant 
we were able to make much more progress today. However at about 07:30, we stopped as we 
were invited by the village “Holy Man” to join the "arrival of the water" celebrations at the temple. 
Every year there is a religious pilgrimage where a 
representative of each village carries water over 200km to 
their home village.  Then late in July when the moon is in 
the right phase all the village has a feast and worships in 
the chapel. So picture us there covered in mud amongst 
the colourful clothing and celebrations. We did look quite 
out of place, but it was still a great experience. Vast 
quantities of food (made from vegetables) were being 
prepared and we were given sweet tea by the Holy Man. 

After breakfast, Adam, Ben and Charles went with Martin to collect six Guinea Fowl for the farm. 
On our way back we were stopped and given Prasad the celebratory food from another temple.  
Now that was a productive day! 
 
Thursday 31st July 2008 

 

A week since we arrived in India and another early start with much 
progress made as it was an overcast morning.  
We then returned for an hour after breakfast and marked the edge 
and tidied the sides of the trench. 
The monsoon rains arrived, extremely heavy downpours which 
whilst would hopefully soften the ground we feared would flood 
our trench. 

 
Friday 1st August 2008 (Yorkshire Day) 
As we guessed our trench was full of water so we left a 
small gap and continued with the next section down to the 
end of the first side.  All we need to do now was to deepen 
this first side. 
We had breakfast earlier than usual then went back to the 
school to do some music with the children.  This was quite 
a difficult task as the youngest children only understand 
Hindi.  We tried to do some rhythm exercises, to listen to 
recorder music and to sing.  Just how successful this was 
we are not sure but they all seemed to enjoy it and Mr Jha 
(the headmaster) invited us to return the following Friday to 
do some more. 
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Saturday 2nd August 2008 
Up early again to drive the 100 miles to Agra. This was a very long journey of some 5½ hours, 
but was a great day.  We checked into the Mansingh Palace Hotel shortly before 12:00 and ate 
our sandwiches that Gocal had made for us before we left Tikli. 

 

The car park is some distance away from the Taj Mahal as 
there is a pollution exclusion zone round the Taj.  We had a 
choice of horse drawn carriage, camel cart or electric 
vehicle so we opted for the camel cart.  We were shown 
around by a guide; he showed us some of the optical 
illusions where the Taj Mahal appeared to shrink. We also 
visited the fake mosque built entirely to make the Taj look 
symmetrical.   The Taj was beautiful, the attention to detail 
mid-blowing and as for the view, well it was again just 
mind–blowing. 

We visited the marble works and saw men working on 
marble in the original way, as their ancestors would 
have done when they made the Taj.  
We then went to Agra fort we only looked round about 
25% of it as the Indian army live in the rest, even so this 
took us an hour to look around. Our guide showed us 
the palaces and temples in the fort and where one of the 
emperors was imprisoned by his son. It then rained 
whilst we walked around this amazing place.  

The Taj Mahal 
Finally we went to see how cashmere carpets were hand made in India and then on to another 
shop which sold some really nice trinkets and souvenirs. Then back to our hotel and said 
goodbye to our guide. We spent time in the cyber café at our hotel and sent some e-mails 
home. We ate in the hotel restaurant to sample an authentic Indian meal. 
 
Sunday 3rd August 2008 

We had breakfast in the Hotel and were collected by 
our driver just before 09:00. We headed out of Agra to 
Fatepur Sikri. Another beautiful place where we spent 
hours looking round the magnificent building and the 
spectacular views.  
The only downside was the small shop we were taken 
to on the way back to the car, we got the feeling that 
we were being forced into buying something whether 
we wanted it or not. 
We stopped for lunch in a "Tourist" Motel and arrived 
back at Tikli Bottom early in the evening. 
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Monday 4th August 2008 

 

Again an early start, getting up in the dark (power cut) 
to be at the hall site at dawn (05:00) but unfortunately 
nobody came to open up so we returned to Tikli Bottom 
for another hours rest before having breakfast a little 
earlier than planned.  
As it was cloudy and thus no burning sun, we went back 
to the school and completed a couple of hours work on 
the second trench. The rain over the weekend had 
completely filled the first trench making it unworkable. 
So part of the work today was to create a few drainage 
points to try and run some of the water away from 
where we were working. 

Tuesday 5th August 2008 
We decided to get up half an hour later so it would be 
light and we could see and large puddles on the track 
following yesterday's heavy rain. The track was fine 
but every hole at the Hall site was full of muddy water. 
Not being deterred we completed some of the gaps in 
side two and started on the third side. The rain started 
again just before 08:00 so we returned to Tikli for 
showers and breakfast.  
The rain turned into heavier monsoon rain and 
continued until late morning.  The Tikli Bottom orchard 
that was desperate for water when we arrived was 
now under water! 

Tikli Bottom Orchard 

The afternoon was warm, dry and overcast so no 
burning sun and the School cricket pitch was ready to 
be tested.  We arrived at the school, the BARNES 
players all excited and eager to play, we sat in the 
headmasters office (a place where we had become 
accustomed to waiting) whilst last minute preparations 
were made and we were told it was time to play. We 
watched all the children as they ran out side and 
thought to ourselves “this should be a nice and easy 
game…” How wrong could we be?  The young 
children from the school sat on the wall to watch as 
the older teenagers from the village came out onto the 

field to play.  Our jaws dropped as we realised who we would be playing against!   Teams were 
formed our team (Baas, the village where the school is located) and Pandala (the next village). 
Rajbir (the site manager) was the umpire.  It was a good game – not as bad as we expected 
and we returned to Tikli and the pool exhausted. – Another absolutely fantastic day. 
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Wednesday 6th August 2008 
05:00 and we were getting up ready for the walk to the school and digging. The water level had 
dropped considerably since the previous afternoon, and whilst the lower trenches still contained 
water, the side where we are now digging was reasonably dry without being baked solid. Quite 
good progress made, and then it was back to Tikli Bottom for showers at 08:00 and breakfast.  

 
Badshahpur 

After breakfast we had an hour or so rest and then 
went to look round Badshahpur, the nearest 
township with many small shops. There are villages 
with a small number of shops on the way there and 
yes, Badshahpur can be described as both “bad” 
and “poor” with nothing exciting. It has open sewers 
down the middle of the narrow streets and litter all 
over.  On the good side there are lots of small shops 
that seem to have all sorts of things. Many of the 
shops sell clothing and materials, others sell 
hardware and there are lots of fruit and food shops 
with large open sacks of rice.  

We crossed the busy Sohna Road to get back to the car and 
continued to Gurgaon where there are a number of large 
stores and even a supermarket.  There was the “normal” 
chaos on the roads, with the usual hooting and tooting to let 
the driver know you are overtaking them.  Most of the lorries 
even have “Blow Horn” or “Horn Please” on the back of them.  
As we travelled we soon learnt that busses and Tuk-Tuk 
rickshaws are never full, - you just hang onto the sides or sit 
on the roof! 

 
Plenty more room on the bus 

FabIndia has a wide range of organic teas, spices as 
well as all types of cotton products. Ben and Adam were 
overjoyed to find bars of Cadburys chocolate in the 
supermarket. Another overcast afternoon, so with no 
burning sun suitable for games at the school.  We 
arrived at the school ready for cricket to find that a game 
of Volleyball was planned before the cricket. As the 
clouds rolled in it was decided to limit the innings to 
eight overs, then six, then five. However the game came 
to a rapid end as the wind and the monsoon rain arrived. 
No warning drops just a sudden downpour. 

  
Cricket 

 
The Spectators Volleyball 
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Thursday 7th August 2008 
We woke as usual at about 04:50 but it was just starting to rain heavily so we decided to stay in 
bed another half an hour. The rain stopped and we set off to the hall site at about 05:45 just to 
be caught in another shower as we got near the school. Yesterday's trenches were remarkably 
dry so we were able to continue the third side until the rain started again at about 07:40. We 
tidied the loose soil and returned to Tikli Bottom for showers and breakfast.  
Ben got a surprise finding Annie and Martin had 
placed a large packet of Cadbury's Eclaires on his 
plate and lots of birthday cards from people at home.  
15:45 and what seemed to becoming a routine, we 
went down to the school for cricket and at our 
suggestion a quick game of football beforehand.  A 
mistake…, the locals did not understand that using 
hands is not permitted.  Anyway lots of fun and then 
cricket which we won followed by volleyball which we 
also managed to win 3-0 to Baas (Adam and Simon 
doing better today).  
Dinner was completed with a Birthday cake for Ben. 
   –Thank You Gocal. 

Happy Birthday Ben 

 
Friday 8th August 2008 

This morning was our last day of digging and was 
shorter than usual so that we could have breakfast 
early at 08:00 and be back at the school for assembly 
time at 08:30.   We were all a little exhausted as we 
returned for breakfast but pleased at the amount of 
the work we had managed to complete and probably 
fair to say relieved that it was the end of the digging. 
Breakfast eaten and then a quick return to the school 
to get there in time to see their morning assembly and 
to get things ready for music time.  We were more 
prepared than last week, knowing what the children 
would be able to join in with.  

We enjoyed it and thanks to Mr Jha we were provided 
with lots of welcome drinks and nibbles but we were 
still very tired after three hours of juggling, singing and 
dancing. The now regular return to the school at 16:00 
was for football and volleyball as the pitch was too wet 
and muddy for cricket.  
A really exciting day, we achieved a lot and loved it! 
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Saturday 9th August 2008 

Martin, the head lady and Rajbir 

A more relaxing start to the day - no early morning 
digging. Adam sat up in bed writing his diary and 
breakfast for Adam, Ben, Charles, Annie and Martin at 
08:15 as we were all up and ready. Kati and Simon 
appeared for their breakfast a little later at 9:00.  
At 10:00 we went to the centre of Gairatput Baas 
village with Rajbir as our interpreter and met the 
village "headman" (or lady in this case). Martin 
explained (via Rajbir) why we were here and she 
asked about the project and then offered us Chai 
(sweet tea).  

The eldest son of the head-lady was smoking a hookah (large pipe with water filter) and kept 
offering it to Simon! 
Sunday 10th August 2008 
Our last full day in India. Breakfast at 08:15 followed 
by packing of bags, ready for our departure the 
following day.  
Mr Jha (the headmaster) had organised for a medical 
team to visit and set up a surgery in the school 
offering free consultations to the village. We walked to 
the school mid morning to find a cricket match 
underway and about 500 people making use of the 
Medical centre!  
We then walked on into Gairatpur Baas, the next 
village. The Medical Team at BETS 

On our return to Tikli Bottom there was time for a swim before lunch with the School Trustees 
following their AGM. 
 
Monday 11th August 2008 
Martin's sister and her friends arrived about 08:00 and we had breakfast with them then said our 
good-byes and started our journey home. Moses took us back to the airport, where we checked 
in and then waited for our flight which was delayed by an hour.  

 
Moses (provider of transport) On our way to the Airport London Tube train 

Once back at Heathrow, we made out way via the underground to Great Portland Street and 
Central London YHA and our beds for the night.  
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Tuesday 12th August 2008 
Breakfast at the YHA in London, a quick visit to "Tesco Local" a cuppa and catch up with e-mail, 
then to Kings Cross station and the final leg of our journey back to Northallerton and the end of 
what had been a most exciting and exhilarating three weeks. 
 

 
Central London YHA 

 
The train home Back in Northallerton 

 
 
This is what it was all about… 

  
 

  
… an experience we shall never forget! 
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What next? 

As an Explorer Unit we have raised money for the Baas Educational Trust School and for our 
trip to India and have helped with digging the foundations at the school.  Hopefully that is just 
the start of a partnership that will continue in the years to come. 
We are continuing with our fund-raising for BETS, currently we are selling copies of our recipe 
book and we still have a small stock of tea-towels available.  These items are available for £3 
each.  
Hopefully we will soon have BARNES-BETS 2009 calendars available for purchase. 
Keep an eye on our “fund-raising” web page at http://www.best-bets.org.uk for further 
information. 
Let’s hope that we can raise another £1000 by summer 2009. 
Thinking further ahead we would like to be able to have another trip out to Gairatpur Baas to 
see the progress with the development of the school and help with whatever the current projects 
are at the time. 
 
 

 
The hall site when we arrived…  

… and as we left. 
 

 
and at the other side.   

Well that’s our digging done! 
Hopefully there will soon be a hall here. 

http://www.best-bets.org.uk/
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We would like to say a huge THANK-YOU to:- 

Dr George and Mrs Marilyn Ewart, for suggesting and supporting this project; 
Northallerton District Scout Council for agreeing to the project and supporting it; 
The other members of the BARNES Explorer Scout Unit for all their help with raising 
funds; 
The families of all the expedition team members; 
Mr Jha and everyone at BETS for making us so welcome in their school; 
Munar, Gocal and their team of helpers for looking after us so well at Tikli Bottom; 
Mahinder Pal for showing us what needed to be done for the school hall and for 
playing chess with Adam. 
And especially Martin and Annie Howard for their hospitality and for making the 
whole project possible. 

 

 
The school children came to see what we were doing  

Mr Jha Introduced us to the Holy Man at the Temple 
 
 

 
The people who looked after us so well 

 
Annie and Martin (our hosts) 
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Some Useful Web Pages 

 

 

The Baas Educational Trust 
Lots of information about the school, future plans and 
development progress. 
http://www.betsinfo.org
 

 

BARNES work with the Baas Educational Trust 
Information about our link with the school, the work we have 
already completed and our future plans for helping the school. 
http://www.best-bets.org.uk
 

 

BARNES Unit Home page 
Information about our Explorer Unit. 
http://www.northallerton-scouts.org.uk/barnes

 (UK) 0 7970 871 432 

 

Et Car  Rental (new Delhi) 
Moses arranged our transport in India. He collected us from 
the airport in person and arranged tours of Delhi and Agra. 
http://www.thecarrentalindia.com
e-mail: moses@thecarrentalindia.com

 (India) 9 818 846 985 

 Jet Airways 
http://www.jetairways.com/
 

Tikli Bottom 

 

Tikli Bottom is a modern Lutyens style four bedroom country 
house which is run as a private guest house.  
Manender Farm, Gairatpur Baas, 122 001 - Tikli, Gurgaon, 
Haryana, India 
http://www.tiklibottom.com

 

 
The next page is a letter we received from Mr Martin Howard 

http://www.betsinfo.org/
http://www.best-bets.org.uk/
http://www.northallerton-scouts.org.uk/barnes
http://www.thecarrentalindia.com/
mailto:moses@thecarrentalindia.com
http://www.jetairways.com/
http://www.tiklibottom.com/
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BARNES Explorer Scout Unit, 
c/o 20 Linen Way, 

Brompton, 
Northallerton, 

England 
DL6 2PU 

 
 +44 79 70 87 14 32 

http://www.northallerton-scouts.org.uk/barnes
UK Charity Number: 1120424 
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