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What's BIG Mouth all about!  
 

It's about you. It is your newsletter to let anyone 
know anything during the rehearsals and the week 
of the show.  
Anything from Jokes and 
Pictures to Good Luck 
messages and birthdays, if 
you want it in then PUT IT IN! 
To contribute to Big Mouth 
write down your comments 
and place them in the BIG 
MOUTH BOX on rehearsal 
nights.  
Also Big Mouth will inform 
you about rehearsals time 
and dates, costumes required 
and any other information from the production 
team. Please read it thoroughly and tell your 
relatives all the news in Big Mouth. 
Big Mouth will be available online every Monday 
(after Sunday rehearsals) on our website 
www.northallertongangshow.org.uk and you can 
email anything to 
bigmouth@northallertongangshow.org.uk.   
 

Northallerton Gang Show!  
The Commitment Agreement  
 

What we need from you: 
1. A promise to attend all the 
main rehearsals - we've a limited 
amount of time between now and 
opening night! 
2. A phone call to the registrar 
ASAP if you can't - so that we can 
arrange someone to read / dance 
your part if needed! 
3. A guarantee that you'll TRY 

YOUR BEST! - Basically just follow your Scout and 
Guide promises.....we can't ask any more! 
  

What we'll give you in return: 
1. Fun, fun, fun! - Added all together, the 
production team have been in lots shows....and we 
can PROMISE it's a great laugh! 
2. New friends - we've met SOOOO many people 
through the show......and you will too! 
3. An experience like no other - words can't 
describe that feeling on opening night when the 
curtain first goes up and you're actually doing it! 

Ralph Reader: The Man, The Myth!  
 

Somewhere in the world a 
Scout "Gang Show" is being 
produced every day of the 
year. Since the first "Gang" 
took a bow in 1932, this 
unique entertainment has 
throughout the world raised 
more than five million pounds 
for the Movement.  

 Big Mouth ‘07 

The creator, writer and producer of the "Gang Show" 
is Ralph Reader, C.B.E., who was born in 
Crewkerne, Somerset, England, and who for many 
years was a leading actor and theatrical producer in 
New York and London. He sacrificed a brilliant 
career in the theatre for an ideal and is known 
throughout the world as a champion of youth. 
London Gang Show; first presented in 1932 and 
continuing annually, except for the war years, until 
1974. The success of The Gang Show was 
phenomenal. By the third London production every 
seat had been sold before the opening performance. 
In 1937, it was the first amateur show to appear in a 
Royal Command Performance and this honour was 
repeated in 1957 and 1964. In 1937, a full-length film 
was made of the Show.  
The Queen honoured three productions with her 
presence. Lengthy excerpts were shown on 
television and the London Show became the 
prototype of Gang Shows throughout the world. All of 
this was due to Ralph — the creator, author, 
composer and inspirer-in-chief of Gang Shows 
everywhere who through his generosity used the 
hundreds of songs and sketches he wrote. When he 
decided in 1974 that the London Show should end, 
he made it clear that his material would continue to 
be available for Scout performance. 
In the post-war years Ralph was thought of as ‘Mr 
Gang Show’ rather than a man of the theatre 
although he continued his professional activities to 
the end of his life. His commitment to scouting was 
not confined to Scout shows; he was a Scout Leader, 
a member of The Council of the Association and a 
Chief Scout’s Commissioner for many years.  
In the Movement’s Jubilee Year Ralph received the 
CBE ‘for his services to Scouting’. In 1975, World 
Scouting awarded Ralph the Bronze Wolf. Gang 
Show lives on around with world with Hundred upon 
Hundreds every year! 
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Costume Matters (ALREADY!)  
 

Opening!  
Everyone with be in the traditional 
Gang Show Whites for the 
Opening. 
 
Young Men 
You will need to get a white shorts, 
White Short Sleeved Shirt and 
White knee-length football socks 
and plain white plimsolls – 

Available from most Sports or School Clothing 
shops.  
 
Young Ladies 
You Lucky things you are getting a white dress 
bought for you… but you will still need a white 
blouse and black jazz shoes. 
 

Black Jazz Shoes 
Darlington and Middlesbrough 
have Dancing Shops where you 
can purchase Jazz Shoes, here is 
a sample of places online. 
http://www.stagestruck.co.uk/ 
£18.99 Free P&P (Sizes Child 9 – 

Adult 5) £24.00 (Sizes Adult 6-9) 
http://www.dancewear4u.co.uk/jazzshoes/ £13.99 
(£2.95 P&P) (Child Sizes 9 to Adult 2) 
http://www.movedancewear.co.uk/ £12.95 + £3.50 
P&P (Adult Size 2 to 8)  
http://www.ebay.co.uk/ Range of new and used 
Jazz Shoes at a range of prices.  
 

Further Gang Show Costume information will 
appear in Big Mouth! 
 

Gang Show 2007  
 

First Half Second Half 

Named Opening 
Starting the Show 

In the Convent 
Old Time Dance Club 

The Snow Queen 
Rob a Job - Sketch 

To Morrow 
Holiday 

 

Americas 
Billboards 

Quiz of Quizzes - Sketch 
We are the Beavers! 

HELLO! 
Eurovision 

Northallerton’s English 
Country 
Dancers 
Finale 

 

Rehearsal Dates!  
All rehearsals for the 2007 
Show will be at the 
Applegarth School. 
Parking is to be strictly 
kept to the Applegarth Car 
Park, behind the high 
street. (At the Town Hall 
Roundabout – follow the 
signs) 

 

Everyone is needed to attend the First Rehearsal 
on 2nd September at 3pm, All Cubs and Brownies 
can go home at 7pm. There will be drinks available 
and a tuck shop, but please bring something to eat 
during your break time. You will be informed when to 
attend.  
 

September  
Sunday: 3 till 9pm 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th

Friday: 6 till 9pm 14th, 28th  
October  
Sunday: 3 till 9pm 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th 

Friday: 6 till 9pm 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th  
November  
Sunday: 3 till 9pm 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th

Friday: 6 till 9pm 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd. 
 
The Dress Rehearsal will be on 26th November at 6pm in 
the Hambleton Forum, on Bulamoor Road. 
 

Parents Meeting  
Helen and Reg will be holding a parents meeting at 
3pm on Sunday 2nd September (our First Rehearsal). 
This meeting will highlight the commitment needed 
by the cast, information regarding costume. It is very 
important for all cast members parents to attend this 
meeting. We won’t keep you too long. 
 
When will the show be on? 
Wed 28th November @ 7 pm  
Thurs 29th November @ 7 pm  
Fri 30th November @ 7 pm  
Sat  1st December @ 2 pm 
Sat 1st December @ 7 pm 
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The Production Team:  Ticket Manager: Maria Curtis  
Maria has the large task of coordinating the sales of 
the 1680 tickets for the 5 performances. Ticket 
bookings can be made via e-mail at: 
Tickets@northallertongangshow.org.uk  

 
Production Leader: Steven Brown 
E-mail: Producer@northallertongangshow.org.uk 
Phone: 01642 555945 

or on the Ticket Hotline 0845 644 2659  Steven has been in Scouts from 
the age of 7. He has achieved his 
Queen Scout Award and is 
currently running a Cub Pack, 
Special Needs Scout Group.  

They can also be purchased from:  
The Inkbug, 1 East Road, Northallerton. 
 
Costume:  
Sue Sinclair & Maureen Best   
Have the huge job of coordinating the costumes for 
the entire cast. They will measure you for costumes 
on auditions day.   

He has been in Gang Show from 
1994 and became Assistant producer of 
Middlesbrough Gang Show in 2004. 

  
Working Days & Donations  Assistant Producer & Choreographer:  
If your know of anyone that is interested in helping 
make costumes or build, paint and design sets then 
please let us know. The Gang Show Working party 
will meet at Northallerton Scout and Guide Centre, 
Malpas Road, on a Sunday night… whilst you are 
rehearsing! 

Helen Brown 
E-Mail: Helen@northallertongangshow.org.uk 

 Helen is a Cub Scout leader and 
Assistant Group Scout Leader of 
the Friarage Scoutlink and started 
her Gang Show Carrier in 1992. 

  
Donations of clothes, material, paint etc for the 
production will always be greatly received, again if 
you know of any please contact the team. 

 
 
 

 Assistant Producer & Choreographer:  
Rehearsal Pianist  Rachel Conroy 

E-Mail: Rachel@northallertongangshow.org.uk We need a willing volunteer to play the piano at our 
Rehearsals. If you know of anyone who could 
possibly help from September to November on a 
Friday and Sunday Evening please contact Steven 
Brown. They must be over 18. 

Rachel is a Rainbow Guide, 
Beaver Scout and Friarage 
Scoutlink Leader and started 
Gang Show in 1994. 
  
 To contact the editors of Bigmouth please e-mail: 
 Bigmouth@northallertongangshow.org.uk 

  
Rachel and Helen have been in Guiding & Scouting 
equally as long as Steven. Gaining their highest 
awards in Scouting and Guiding. They are also 
dance teachers. 

Don’t be scared by anything. Everyone on the 
Production and Business teams are here to help you. 
If you or your families need any further information 
regarding rehearsals, the show or your involvement 
please contact a member of the team   

Chairman:    
Reg Mitchell And finally if you’re ever confused or concerned 

about anything don’t hesitate to ask! E-mail: randm.mitchell@btinternet.com
Phone: 01609 761875  

Reg has been involved with Gang 
Shows for many years. Including 
shows in London. 
 
 
  

mailto:chairman@northallertongangshow.org.uk?subject=Northallerton%20gang%20Show
mailto:randm.mitchell@btinternet.com
mailto:Tickets@northallertongangshow.org.uk
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